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TODAY IS MONDAY AUGUST 28, 1989 AND WE'RE RECORDING AN
INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM B. SMART. WE'RE RECORDING IN THE
MARRIQTT LIBRARY AND THIS IS PART OF THE [EVERETT] COOLEY
ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM. THIS IS INTERVIEW NUMBER ONE, TAPE
NUMBER ONE. [EVERETT L. COOLEY IS THE INTERVIEWER.]

EC: Bill, let's begin by naving you tell us something
about your beginnings, where, when you were born,
something of your family background.

WS: Okay. I was born in Provo on June 27, 1922. My fathner
was Tnomas L. Smart wno--I don't know if you want to
know about nim.

EC: Yes. Let's nave a little bit of nis background.

WS: He was at tnat time struggling. He was trying to go
tnrough college at BYU, wnich nhe never did finish. He
struggled, selling knit goods and working for Taylor
Brotners Furniture store. Finally, when I was about
twelve, ne went to work for Beneficial Life, and tnat
was nis career from thnat point on. That took nim from
Provo. We left Provo wnen I was fifteen, moved to
Reno wnere Fatner was general agent in Nevada for
Beneficial Life. We were tnere for two and a nhalf
years and tnen moved to Portland wnere he was thne
general agent for tne Nortnwest.

EE: DBetishgo back aulittle bit, about your grandfather.
Now, your grandfatner was a very important man out in
tne Uinta Basin.

WS: Rignt. William H. Smart.

EC: And ne, among otner tnings, was 1involved 1in
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publication of the newspaper out there. Did thnis
somehow influence tne family anyway?

I don't tnink so. Grandfatner wasn't a newspaper man
as such, but he was the pioneer leader in the Uinta
Basin. He recognized that to be a leader you needed
to control the media and the only media at tne time,
of course, was tne weekly newspapers. He was tne
second stake president in Vernal, and a newspaper nad
already been establisned whicn ne promptly bougnt
and, as was nis custom turned it over to otners. He
would buy banks, he would establisn water companies,
establisn all kinds of commercial establishments, and
then he would bring people out and turn thne
businesses over to them in order to get good people--
according to nis standards--in the Uinta Basin.

He was located at Myton for awnile was ne not?

No. He never lived in Myton.

On.

He was in Vernal. He bougnt tne Vernal Express and

brougnt the Wallace family out to run it, and they
stEill adeovto Ehis day.

Unh nun.

And tnen ne went to Ducnesne, became tne first
Duchesne Stake president wnen tne Uintan Stake was
divided. He established a paper tnere and turned it
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over to anothner family.

Un nun.

He did tne same tning in Roosevelt after he became
the first president of that stake. So ne did buy
newspapers but not to be a newspaperman. He bougnt or
establisned all kinds of businesses.

Uh nun. You nad tne tradition in tne family.

We nad tne tradition, but I was never very mucn aware
of it.

Easeea.

It really didn't do anytning to influence me, I
wouldn't tnink.

Wnat about siblings?

I nhad two brotners and three sisters. I was the
fourtn cnild in tne family, two older sisters and an
older brotner. And ne was a trial to me. He beat me
up regularly. Then I nhad a younger sister and a
younger brotner.

Un nun.

But we were a close family. Still are today.

Wnat about your interests in school. What were thney?
Did you, at an early stage, see the direction of your
life neading into journalism?

No. No. That was accidental.

Un nun.
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About my early schooling, I don't remember any
particular interests, although I was always good in
spelling. I won the spelling bees and tnis sort of
tning. Was terrible in math, and so I guess that was
a pretty good indication of where I was going.

Wnat about a teacher? Are there teacners that stand
out in your memory naving some profound influence
upon your life?

Well, there were two. There was a red-headed teacher
named Miss Nelson in tne fourtn grade who didn't like
me and I didn't like ner, and I almost failed. She
was going to nold me back in tne fourtn grade, but my
parents talked ner out of tnat. So tnen I went into
tne fifth grade. Tnere was a brunette teacher named
Mis’sE‘Davis VIS fell” 4n" love 'with'*ner."She *wanted to
double promote me thne next year.

Un nuhn.

So I learned early tnat teacners can make a lot of
difference in a person's life. But tnose were tne
early teachers, and in college there were some
teacners that profoundly affected me.

Before we get to tne college stage, wnhat about living
in Provo? Wnat was life like at tnat time?

We lived in several places, but by tne time I was
about eignt we moved into a nome on Eignth Nortn and

4
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Third East rignht at the base of the BYU campus nill.
Yes.

Just as you came down off the hill. It was a home
tnat was originally built by Wiley Sessions.

On yes, in the religion department down there.

At that time, Fourth East was the fartnest street
developed. We lived on Tnird East, and then there was
Fourth and tnat was it. Eigntn North was a country
lane tnat went on up towards tne mountains and turned
nortn and into Rock Canyon. My job in tne summertime
was to herd our cow along that lane of Eignht Nortn.
We couldn't afford pasturage. We were very poor, so I
would herd tnat cow du}ing tne daytime up and down
tnat lane so it could feed. In those years I did two
tnings. I loved to read and by the time I was twelve
or so I'd read all the books in the junior section of
the library, and went up to get a card in the
updeairs section. They said I couldn't have it
because I was too young. Wnhen I proved to tnem that
I'd read every book, tney allowed me to get tne books
upstairs. Wnat I was starting to say is that I would
spend my cow-nerding time reading. I'd find a shady
spot and read and wnile I read the cow would get in
tne neignbors' corn, and I got into a lot of trouble

tnat way.
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Any particular concentration of your reading or was
it just general interest things?

Travel. I used to love Richard Holliborton's travel
books. I read everytning I could lay my nands on of
nis. And Jack London, I loved nis books.

Burrougns' Tarzan book and Zane Grey, were they part
of your reading?

Well, Zane Grey never did interest me very mucn,
Burrougns did. Adventure books of various kinds.

Now, tnat would be at the foot of tne upper campus.
Tnere wasn't mucn up there at the upper campus.

No.

So I was Jjust wondering wnat influence tne BYU may
nave nad on your life there. Thne theatricals, this
sort of tning, were tney being attended by tne
family?

Well, I spent a lot of time on lower campus.

Un nun.

As kids we would sneak into tne buildings thnere, and
I remember particularly sneaking into the biology
labs and being horrified and fascinated by embryos in
bottles and tnings like tnat.

Un nun.

S& dnech sSpemt squite a lot of time as kids sort of

exploring the lower campus. The upper campus

6
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influenced me cniefly because it had an apple orchnard
up there and we used to sneak up and steal the
apples, and later they developed tennis courts up
tnere.

Yean.

And I played a lot of tennis on those courts.

BYU wasn't mucn of an athletic power at tne time so
Ehathuproblabl y - yous diidn? G plar tileciipate in. many
atnletics tnere tnrough tne BYU?

No. Well, when I was in junior high, of course thney
had atnletic teams. I remember we loved to watch the
football players practice, and we would go sneak into
tne apple orcnards and fill our snirts full of apples
and tnen go over to tne practice. We were tnrilled to
death when players would say, "Hey kid, toss me an

apple." [laughter] We would toss tnem apples and got

"close to thnem that way. I was very mucn interested in

sports and took every opportunity I possibly nad to
waten them play football or basketball and
particularly tennis.

Did you participate in sports in school?

Yas), SRmtiwals 'af tennisi'player. And I played a lot of
baseball and basketball.

Un nuh.

Later on in Nevada I went to tne finals of tne state

il
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tennis tournament there, and of course played a lot
as an adult.

Un nun.

But in those days, Buck Dixon and Sanky Dixon were my
heroes. I used to watcn them on the tennis courts.
And Linn Rockwood would nhave been about a
contemporary of yours down thnere.

Rockwood was a couple of years older. But I have
played with nim a good deal in recent years.

Un nun.

By tne time ne was playing in Provo I was living id
Nevada.

So from Provo you went directly to Nevada?

To Reno.

Um num.

And tnen to Portland.

Un nun. How was life different in Reno compared to
wnat you'd nad in the nice Mormon community of Provo.
Well, substantially different. I was by that time a

paper boy. I carried the Nevada State Journal, and it

was an interesting experience because we'd get up in
the morning to deliver tne papers on our bikes. We
would have to be careful to avoid running over tne
drunks that were lying in the streets. And then I was
given tne job of collecting on a number of routes,

8
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collecting the bad debts. Many of those bad debts
were down in what used to be called tne stockade.

Oh yes.

Along tne Truckee River.

Yean.

And I would go down tnere to try to collect debts and
the girls down there would--they were very nice to
me. They were very nice and several offered to pay in
trade, [laughter] whicn I was obviously too young and
too scared to take advantage of. But I learned a lot
in Reno.

Un nun.

Bul ish'avefitolisay tnistrabout®Reno foot Ithiwas #a
lovely place to live, you know, aside from that
aspect of Reno it was a beautiful climate, beautiful
parks and tennis courts and--.

But you moved from a community witn a dominant
religion in whicn you were a participant. When you
moved to Reno, you were of the minority. How did thnis
affect your life?

Probably strengtnened me.

Un nun.

The churcn neld services in a place called Dania
Hall. Tnat was owned by a Danishn lodge of some kind,
and my job, as a teacher I guess I was at that point,

9
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would be to come down to the place early on Sunday
morning and sweep out tne beer bottles and cigarette
butts and try to clean it up and make it fit for
Sunday worsnip. And so it was thnat kind of life. I
nelped build the first chapel ever built in Reno.

Un nun.

As a matter of fact, tnat ended my baseball career. I
was going to be a major league baseball player, and I
was a pretty good left-nanded pitcner. I was working
on tnat chapel up on tne roof, shingling when 1 was,
I guess, about fifteen. I stepped on a loose sningle
and slid down tne roof and fell off and dislocated my
shoulder. For years it would slip in and out and that
ended any tnougnt of a baseball career. But living in
Reno, I'm sure, strengtnened me a lot. I mean I
experienced as a minority wnat others may feel in a
similar situation.

Did you experience a lot of intolerance there or it
was it fairly cosmopolitan-free of prejudices?

No. I was never aware of anytning like tnat.

You were there until what? You said fifteen?

I've always told my grandkids tnat my personality was
warped by the fact tnat I went to school in junior
hign in Provo up througn the eigntn grade. You know
you're not anytning as a seventn grader and not much

10
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as an eignth grader. Later when you're a ninth grader
you're somebody. But wnhen I was a ninth grader we
moved to Reno and so I was a nobody again.

Un nun.

Then I went two years to high school in Reno going
through tnat same process, just about the time I was
ready to become somebody as a senior we moved to
Portland and I became a nobody again. I think thnat
makes it kind of nard. I think it cost me some self-
confidence.

I think it's true witn a daugnter of ours wno moved
around about the same period in her 1life. Now, you
indicated your family moved to Portland wnere you
findishedh yourichighs sechool tand’ your sfather was  in
insurance business. Did you continue your same
scholastic activities in Portland or was there a
cnange up there?

I didn't care mucn for nign scnool in Portland. In
Reno I played basketball and played the trumpet 1in
tne orcnestra. I did a lot of things and enjoyed them
a lot. In Portland I was--Wasnington Hign was a big
scnool and I wasn't able to make tne basketball team.
I couldn't play tennis any more because of hurting my
snoulder. I did play in tne band tnere, but tnere was
netfariiote ofy pleasure. I just didn't fit in there

11
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very well.

Un nun.

As far as academics was concerned I was always good
in Englisn, and that continued, and I loved nistory
and tnat continued. But I don't remember an awful lot
about the details of hignh school.

Higner education. Is tnis a tradition in your family
so it was automatic, almost, tnat you would go on to
get a college degree?

Well, my fatner and motner botn had a year or two of
college but that was all. But all of my brothers and
Sits tlemsiaolider (Ehan  Lahads igone son topcollege, so it
was pretty mucn expected, altnough after I graduated
from nign scnool I stayed out of scnool and worked a
year.

Un nun.

Because we couldn't afford to send me, I worked for
Lincoln Electric Company wnich sold electric welding
equipment. I tnink during that year is wnen I found
myself. I became a snipping clerk for thnis company,
and in that capacity I was able to hire people to
come and nelp unload freignht cars and tnings like
that. So I would nire my friends and I would be thneir
boss. I tnink that experience of working made a
difference in my life.

12
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You went to Reed College. Now, that's a pretty
prestigious school. Your academic background, did it
win you a scholarsnip?

I got a schnolarsnip half way througn my freshman
year.

I see.

I didn't get one to begin witn but I applied and was
able to obtain a scnolarshnip.

It's a private school?

A private scnool of about six hundred and fifty
students at that time.

But weren't tuition cnarges ratner nign?

Very nign.

And nad your dad come upon some prosperity in order
for you to enroll at Reed College?

I don't tnink my parents ever paid a nickel for my
education.

Is that rignt? The year that you worked you saved
enough to pay your expenses?

I saved and tnen nad tnis scnolarsnip. But I worked
every year, tnere was never a time I was in school
tnat I didn't work, sometimes full-time.

Un nun.

I worked in tne college cafeteria washing disnes and
pots and pans.

13
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Uh nun.

I worked in tne ice cream store in the Union
Building, and so tnere was never a time I didn't earn
my way in college.

Now, tnat's primarily a liberal arts school.

Un nuhn.

So wnat did you major in there?

BN Eaoks ahdsplitteemajeir o ff nitst oryes fand pol itical
science.

Yes.

Wonderful scnool, wonderful education. As I think
back on my life, I think those years at Reed College
were maybe tne best years tnat I nad. They were
wonderful years. Reed College nhad a two-year
numanities course tnat really snaped my life and my
tninking.

Un nuh.

As I look at my attitudes now, and wnat I've done
with my life, I go back to that course and those
teacners and--

Wnho were some of those teacners tnat profoundly
influenced you?

Dorotny Jonannson was my major professor. I loved
ner. She was a nistorian wno specialized in western
nistory.

14
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Yes. I recognize tne name.

And I loved her and I thnink she loved me. She's still
alive living on a house on the campus. I go to see
ner once in awhile, and we reminisce. Those were good
years. Well, then there were otner teachers. Frank
Kierman was a literature teacher. He was great.

Un nun.

And Bob Rosenbaum was a great teacnher. He was in
matn, and I never was any good in math. But I took a
class from nim in non-Euclidean geometry whicn also
shaped my life. It taught me that there are very few
absolute trutns. Tnat everytning needs examination.
Un nun.

For tne sake of tnose who mignt read tnis at
sometime, Non-Euclidean geometry is geometry not
based on tne theorems of Euclid. Of course our
present geometric system is based on Euclid's
theorems, but tnere were two men named Lobacnhevsky
and Riemann wno eacn in different directions
postulated otner theorems and tnen based thneir
systems of geometry on tnose theorems. Tnat took thnem
in very different directions. What we know now since
Einstein's work, and wnat we know of space and so on
snows us that pernaps Riemann was more accurate tnan
Euclid, at least in terms of the universe. But anyway

15
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those things--it was almost a pnilosopnhy course.

Uh nuh.

And it was a most exciting course to me.

Was tnere preparation outside of your humanities and
geograpny, nistory and so on in communications or
journalism?

Qhsne , A9

Notning like that. It was strictly liberal arts?

Yes, There were no wnat I call trade courses.

Trade courses.

None at all at Reed. Not even today.

Now, during this time your family and you were active
in the LDS chnurcn? :

On yes.

Wnhat about a mission? Were you being prepared for a
mission at all?

E. didn!t,ever think muecn about a mission in those
days. I suppose nad World War II not come along I
would nave gone on a mission, altnougn, 1 nave to say
I was not very close to tne church. I mean my family
was close to the cnurch, and I went to cnhurcn, but I
didn't live cnurcn standards very well during tnose
college years.

Un nun.

It wasn't until I married my wife that I really got

16
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fully involved in the churcn. But I suppose I would
have gone on a mission, but World War II came up at
that time.

Did you see military service tnen?

Yes. Let me back up just a little bit so we can do
tnis in sequence. You're going to ask me at some
point when I got into journalism.

Yes. Yes.

As I indicated, I was working in the college
cafeteria wasning pots and pans and was pretty tired
of doing tnat. On the day following Pearl Harbor I
went down to International News Service wnhere tne
bureau manager was our stake president, George L.
Scott. I asked nim if he wasn't going to need some
nelp with this War breaking out. And ne gave me a
job. I'd never written a news story in my life. He
gave me a job, and my Jjob was to manage tnat bureau
from midnight until eight o'clock.

Now tnis is tne Oregonian?

No. This is International News Service--

On. International News Service. Okay.

--whicn nas since disappeared, of course, taken over
by tne United Press. So I worked during the later
part of my freshman year. I was working eignt nours a
day. Of course I would sleep part of tne time when

147l
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nothing was happening. But I was going to college
during tne day and managed to play on the college
basketball team and worked on the school paper. So
tnat was burning the candle at both ends but loving
it. Tnen in tne summer of that year, tne summer of
1942, I was sent up to Seattle to the bureau up there
as a vacation replacement. Witnin a couple of weeks
of tne time I arrived, the bureau manager died of a
neart attack, and his assistant was called up to
active duty as a naval reservist. And I was tne
Seattle bureau. [laugnter]

And now old were you at tnis time?

I nad just turned twenty. So for that summer I was
tne bureau, and they weren't able to replace me. Tnis
was war time, and tney were exciting times because,
as you remember, tne Japanese nad invaded the
Aleutians and Seattle was tne place where we covered
tnat from.

Sure.

Japanese fire bombs were dropping in the Nortnwest
forests and we were covering tnat. Of course the
Seattle-Portland area was a great center for shnip
building--Liberty snips and so on. I remember one of
tne exciting tnings was an interview tnat I nad witn
Henry Kaiser who was announcing at tnat time nis plan

18



WILLIAM B. SMART i1

EC:

WS:

EC:
WS:
BE

WS:

to defeat the German U-boats by building giant air
transport planes. I did a story on that wnicn went
out on the wires and was read all over the country.
As you may remember, he and Howard Hughes built the
"Spruce Goose"--

Wnich I've seen down at Long Beacnh.

--whicn you've seen down tnere. Tnat was going to be
the way they would defeat the U-boat menace. So
anyway those were the tnings I was doing. I went back
Easschoelk iIn etheiifallr, < andsthe next spring, 1943,
was called up for active duty as a reservist, Army
Reserve.

So tnat was between your sopnomore and junior year?
Well, it was towards tne end of my sopnomore year.
Sopnomore.

I went to Signal Corp training at Atlantic City whicnh
was an interesting place. I stayed in the old
Traymore Hotel wnicn was then an Army barracks. We
nad calisthenics on the Boardwalk, and ran on tne
beacn for aerobic training. I was there for thnree
montns, then I applied for ASTP (Army Specialized
Training Program) and went from there to Laramie,
Wyoming to the university tnere. I was tnere for nine
montns sStudying foreign languages, military
intelligence and military nistory--preparing, I

19
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guess, to be an intelligence officer. There's where I
met tne girl wnho later became my wife, Donna Toland,
wno was tnere from Star Valley, Wyoming. I have to
tell you, I guess, about her. My grandkids don't
believe thnis wnen I tell tnem, but I nad been dating
some otner girls who were not Mormons. We nad been
naving good times togetner, and I nadn't been to the
cnurcn at all during tnat period. But for some reason
I went, one day .to church in. Laramie. It was a
testimony meeting. And I sat there and I neard a
voice behind me, a girl standing up to bear ner
testimony. I looked around and I said to myself,
"That's tne girl I'm going to marry!" [laugnter]
Nobody believes that, but it's true.

Without ever having met her.

No. I'd never met ner or knew anytning about ner. It
turned out that that's thne girl I married.

Un nun.

Our courtsnip was largely by mail. We couldn't stand
eacn otner wnen we were togetner. I mean sne couldn't
stand me because I nad different standards tnan she
did. But when we were apart we would correspond by
mail and tnings went along pretty well. So finally
toward the end of the war after I got out of
Officer's Candidate School we were married.

20
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Un nun.

But to continue the military pnase of it, when ASTP
ended we were, as I said, to go on to military
intelligence school. But that was rignt at the time
of the Battle of the Bulge, and we were sent off to
an infantry unit. It was the 96tn Infantry wnhere I
trained in Missouri and Arkansas and again in
Missouri. During that period, I applied for Officer's
Candidate Scnool and was accepted and went to Fort
Benning to infantry school while the 96th division
went to Europe and was shot up pretty badly. Then I
graduated from OCS as an infantry officer. I was the
valedictorian of tne graduation and tne top graduate.
I'd written an essay on leadersnip based on
leadership of the Savior and delivered tnat at thne
graduation. We were married rignht after I got out of
OCS, and went to Camp Maxey near Paris, Texas. By
that time tne War was about over. I was sent overseas
on the way to Okinawa, but while we were on route tne
war ended and we put into Hawaii. I spent tne rest of
my military time in Hawaii.

Scnofield Barracks tnere?

New ‘IwaseateBEortwsShafifier, ‘briefidy, as a‘personnel
officer and then I sent for Donna to come over. In
order to get a dependant to come, you were required
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to sign for an extra year of active duty which I
declined to do, but sent for her anyway. She came
over on the first civilian ship that came to Hawaii,
and we were unable to find housing. For awnile we
lived with anotner couple until they got tired of us.
Then for awhile I put ner up in the bachnelor's
gffieer's quarters. [laughter] It was kind of an
interesting experience. I would nang a blanket over
my little cubicle with a sign saying, "Keep OQut".
[laughter] She would nhuddle there in a blanket all
day long until everybody left. Then sne would get up.
But finally I was playing tennis witn an Air Force
colonel at Hicknam Field.
[END OF SIDE ONE]

Tnis is side two of tape number one of our interview
witbh Wilk¥iam B. Smart. He's telling us of his
military experiences.

Yes, and I was just talking about now I finally was
able to get a place for my wife to stay. Tnis colonel
arranged for me to become assigned as tne nousing
officer | for . thes VIP" quarters: at Hickham Field. That
was the time they were conducting the atomic tests in
the Pacific, and some important people, senators and
otners, were coming tnrougn. Tnere was thnis sort of
apartment house tnat was assigned to VIPs. So I was
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assigned to be in charge of that, wnich was
interesting, and also very nice because I was given a
Jeep. I nad orderlies to do all the work, and so I
could just sort of enjoy Hawaii. So we cruised in
that jeep to every corner of Oanu and nad a wonderful
time being togetner.

Un nun.

That lasted for about six montns and then I was
mustered out. We returned and spent tne summer 1in
Star Valley where Donna's nome is. I got a job laying
concrete, and I always said to ner, "You know, I nad
a career as a newspaper man and nave done a lot of
writing and so on, but probably the only tnhing that
will be remembered, tnat I will really leave behind
me, are tnose sidewalks tnat I helped to build in
Star Valley."

Did you put your imprint tnere?

I did. [laugnter]

Like J. P. Moran and tne Salt Lake City sidewalks.
Yep. Tnere's my initials on one of the sidewalks in
Star Valley. Then we went back to scnool to Reed,
because--.

Did you nave a scholarsnip tnen upon your return or
did you return on tne GI Bill?

No, I nad tne GI Bill.
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Un nun.

And because of my earlier experience witn
International News Service I was able to get a job at
the Oregonian.

On yes.

And for tne last two years of college I worked full-
time at tne Qregonian and went to college. That was
nard, but tnen by the first of my senior year, we nad
a baby. So it was necessary for me to work.

And by tnis time were you convinced tnat newspaper
life was for you?

No. No, I was studying to be a nistory professor.
Eesecs

That's tne way I was going, but of course I enjoyed
newspapering particularly at tnat time. I was on tne
sports department staff, and I was able to get
assigned as a ski reporter., So I would spend my
weekends in tne mountains, whicn probably saved my
sanity. It gave relief from the pressure of scnool
and work. Tnen snortly before I graduated I was
reassigned to the city desk in time to cover thne
Vanport flood. I don't know if you neard of that.

I don't remember.

It was a flood wnere because of nheavy, neavy rains in
thne mountains, on top of a heavy snow pack, the
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Columbia River kept rising and rising and rising, and
finally the dikes broke that were protecting Vanpent,
wnich had been a wartime village, and the water came
roaring into that village and killed I don't know how
many people to this day because people were never
found.y L geovered sthat,. «Then dn, Junes.of 1948 I
graduated. I was Phi Beta Kappa, whicn was a surprise
because at Reed College there were no grades given.
Oh.

I guess tnere were grades recorded but, no one ever
knew what they were because the tneory was if you're
working for grades you're not working for an
education. I tnink that's a good system. So I never
nad any idea how I was doing in scnool.

Now, were you on tne tutorial system there or was it
lecture and so on tnere at Reed College?

Combination of lectures and small group seminars. It
was just a great system. Just before I graduated, I
applied for entrance at Harvard and was given a
fellowship. I was going to be a nistory professor,.

But at tnat time--it was 1948--the Deseret News was

starting a big expansion program. Alfred E. Bowen,
wno was then an Apostle and president of the Deseret
News, came up for a stake conference to Portland. My
old boss at INS, George Scott was still the Stake
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President. Apostle Bowen asked George Scott if ne
knew of any bright young newspapermen. He told him
about me. Elden Bowen called me in for an interview

and asked if I would come to the Deseret News. I told

nim I was going to go on to college, but at tnis time
I was tired. It nad been tough working forty nours a
week and attending a pretty tough school.

Witn a family to support.

And with a family. Tne college nas a tnesis program,
and I nad to finish a dissertation and go tnrougn
orals. I nad a pretty good size ulcer at that time
and I was tired. So I agreed to come for a year,
tninking that would be a good rest.

Was 0. Preston Robinson head of tne Deseret News?

Not at tnat time. He came just about the time I came
or just after I came,

I see.

On a part-time basis. It was sort of a triumvirate.
An.

Preston Robinson, Wilby Durnam, and Herman Wood.

Oh, I didn't know tnat Wilby Durham was there.

Yean. But not long after I came, President Robinson
took on all tnree duties and became the General
Manager. Mark Petersen was tne Editor.

Un nun.
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So, anyway, I came down to the Deseret News tne day

after graduation and went to work there.
What were the differences between working for the

Oregonian and coming to thne Deseret News?

Well, initially not a lot, because I went into the
sports department by request. I felt that was a good
place to learn to know a community. Covering sports
is about tne same one place as anotner.

Were you under Les Goates at tnat time tnen?

Yean, and Hack Miller.

And Hack Miller.

Les was tne Editor but Hack was the Sports Managing
Editor. So I worked there and was able to get
assigned as the Ski Editor again.

Witn a byline?

@hs yes. Sure. I had a ski column called "Sitzmarks"
wnicn is extremely innovative. [laugnter] I still
nave the lead slug that identified tnat column
"Sitzmarks."

Un nuh.

During tnat summer I started a couple of tnings. I

sitiairtied . the Deseret News Ski Scnool, got it

organized, and got Alf Engen to head it.
Did tnat work thnrougn some of tne schools or was tnat
completely independent?
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Completely independent.

Okay.

Alf agreed to nead it and nas done it ever since. I
suppose that ski scnool probably has put more people
on skis for the first time than any other school in
the world thus far. You know, we had two or tnree
thousand people every year tnat learned to ski for
tne first time in that school. It was free.

My daugnters were involved in it.

Then later, long after I was no longer involved witn
it, they started charging. It's not that big anymore,
but tnat's sometning I've always been kind of proud
of, that I started tnat. I also started wnat became
tne first and last annual Fourtn of July ski race, on
tnhe Mount Timpanogos glacier.

On.

And it was a wonderful race. At that time there were
people like Jack Reddish and Dick Movitz.

On yes.

And Dev Jennings, the tnree Engen brothers, and Suzie
Rytting--a number of Olympians and national
cnampions, all nere in Utan.

Un hun.

So we got all of tnem and a lot of other people and
we held tne race up on the--it's not really a glacier
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but we called it a glacier. At that time the Forest
Serviece wouldn't allow us to use any mules or
anytning on tne trail. Of course, nelicopters were
out of the question, so we nauled our equipment on
our backs.

Mm.

It turned out thnat it was a foggy day or we were in
the clouds. From that standpoint, the race was not
nignly successful, but it was a great idea. No one
else ever did it, througn. I went from sports to the
city desk during the following year. No one else ever
nad tne energy to do tnat.

You didn't nave any disasters coming off tne
snowbank, glacier, tnere into tne boulders?

No. No. We were careful to set tne courses from the
roeckss.

I've neard of nikers sliding down on to tne rocks and
tnat sort of thing.

We nad a good race, except tnat it was cloudy. So,
anyway, tnat's now I spent the first year nere. I was
preparing to go back to school, and got Harvard to
extend my fellowship. Just as I was getting myself
reinstated at Harvard, Elbert R. Curtis called me to
the general  ‘board of the Young Men's Mutual
Improvement Association. I've always felt that I've
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been kind of guided in some of my career decisions,
and that was probably one of tnose times. It was a
pretty big responsibility for a twenty-six year old
kid. I felt, well, if thnis is where I'm supposed to
be, I guess, that's wnhat I will do.

This was full-time activity?

Tne general board?

Yean.

Oh no.

No. This was part of your extracurricular activity?
Yean. But it was a very demanding tning tnat meant
many meetings and a great deal of travel. So I
terminated my application to Harvard and settled down
to a career in journalism. That call was the tning
that made me a newspaperman.

Un nun.

Let me continue that tneme of being guided. Years
later, in 1964, I nad been by tnis time editor of tne
Editorial Page for quite a few years. President
Robinson nad tapped me to be nis successor. I mean ne
was training me for tnhat and Assistant General
Manager, along witn being Editor of the Editorial
Page. In 1964, President was called to preside over
the gBritishs Miissions #Tnat meant, in effect, that he

was fired. He had run into problems witn Ernest
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Wilkinson over Drew Pearson's column and other
things, and tnat's another story. But anyway, ne was
gone. So I thougnt thnis was my time, but instead tney
cnose to bring Earl Hawks in from Boston, where ne

nad been General Manager of tne Herald American. So I

thougnt well, okay, tnis looks like maybe a good time
for a career change. At that time I nad done
editorial writing and a lot of other writing.

Un nun.

e was pretitiyawely knownsgsand Ild saliso “started a
series, wnicn still exists, called "Civic Dialogue"
witlh KUEDG Iwwasittne ioridginators and nest: ofi that
program for quite a number of years. We did a lot of
political shows, and we really started, as far as
Utan is concerned, tne political TV debates. I
started tnose on tnat snow. We had a lot of tnose,
and I'd become pretty well known. A number of people
nad told me I snould be running for office and to get
into politics. I remember one time after we nad two
candidates on the show, somebody called up on tne air
and said, "I wouldn't vote for eitner of tnose guys,
but I'd sure vote for you." So I nad tnat kind of a
thing. I decided, well, maybe now's tne time for me
to get into polities. At that time, Snerman Lloyd,
who held the Second District seat, was giving that up
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and running for the Senate. You remember?

Yes.

He was a second cousin of mine and a good friend and
neighbor up in my neignborhood. So we talked about
it, and we decided that I would run for nis seat
wnile he went for tne Senate. We talked to a number
of tnhe party people and they were enthusiastic about
it. So tnat decision was made. But again, the day
before I was to file, the stake presidency called on
me to be bisnop of the Federal Heignts' Ward. Once
again I thought, well, okay, that's a signal. So I
gave up any thougnt of politics and settled back into
the job. I really feel thankful for that guidance,
because that was the Goldwater year remember?

On yes.

Tnere was not a Republican in tne state tnat was
elected. I would have been swept aside with the tide
and would nave been deeply in debt and no Jjob. I
would nave been in trouble. So I really felt that was
a blessing tnat I didn't do tnat.

Now, had you lived all the time on Laurel Avenue by
the time you were made bishop there of Federal
Heignts?

I lived there for some years.

Un nun. And now much of a family did you nave at tnis
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We nad five children. We lived originally in a little
basement apartment on Eightn East between South
Temple and First South. It's now been torn down and
tne property is part of the Bryant Junior Hign play
yard. We came to Salt Lake during the summer of '48,
and moved into tnis basement apartment. I tnink we
paid $60.00 a month rent, but they agreed tnat if I
would mow tne lawn and rake tne leaves and snovel thne
walks in the winter, tney would reduce it to $30.00 a
montnh. I very nappily agreed to do that. So I mowed
tne lawn tne rest of the summer and raked tne leaves,
wnicn was fine. And then winter came and tnat was the
winter of '48.

On dear.

I'd never seen a winter before, at lease for many
years. Oregon didn't know much about winters. I
snoveled tne walks tnat winter and tne driveway. Thne
driveway went back the lengtn of the house and then
turned back benind tne house into a tnree-car garage.
It was a sort of a big old mansion. I shoveled thnose
walks and tnat driveway during that winter, and as
you know tne snow never melted that whole winter.
Just kept piling up and piling up. By the time tnat
winter was over I was taking each snovel full of snow
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back at that driveway, walking over, climbing a
mountain of snow, [laughter] you know, maybe ten to
fifteen feet high and throwing the snovelful on top
of that mound and then going back and getting anotner
snovelful and niking up the snow pile. [laugnter] It
was the nardest work I ever did in my life for $30.00
a montn.

Do you recall what your salary was when you came to

the Deseret News?

It was $380.00. No, no, excuse me, it was $80.00 that
I made wnen I was working for Lincoln Electric, the
year after 1 graduated from nign school.

On yes?

See, wnen tne Deseret News asked me to come, I've

forgotten what they offered me, but I said, "No, I
was wortn more tnan that." Tney said, "Wnat would it
take?" I said, "$180.00 a montn." They said, "We've
never paid anybody tnat mucn." I don't remember tnis,
but my father claims tnat I said, "Well, you've never
nad anybody as good as me." [laugnter] So, anyway,
tney paid me the $180.00 a montn. And not long after
that I went to $300.00.

In working for tne Deseret News to begin with, were

tnere any implied or specified restrictions on any

activities tnat you may nave had to agree to--
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--as far as membersnips in any organizations,
political activities or anything else?

When I went tnere?

Yes.

On no. No. There was nothing of that. It wasn't an
issue.

Tnen when you became editorial writer, did you hnave
to back off from some of tnose things at that time?

I didn't back off from anytning. After two or tnree
years as editorial writer, I was invited to join thne
Salt Lake Council of Foreign Relations, wnicn I did
and was a member of tnat for years. Tnis caused me
problems because tnat was targeted by the Bircners,
do you remember?

Yes. Yes.

...as being a communist tinged organization, wnicn
was ridiculous of course. But they attacked me on
that basis. But I remained a member for years and
finally . .dropped. out ,of it because I nad other
interests and otner tnings I wanted to do. But tnat
was one of the tnings tnat tarred me as being a
liberal. In the minds of some general autnorities it
made me somewnat suspect.

On tne other nand, were you encouraged to participate
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in service organizations with maybe even the dues
being paid by the paper?

On yes. Yes. The paper always encouraged that and I
became a member of the Exchange Club and became
president tnere and then became a national board
member and national vice president--

Un nun.

--and was targeted to be president but thnen ran into
a problem. I guess we could get into that. I don't
kKnow now soon--.

Sure. Let's get into--.

On. You want to get into tnings like that?

Wny sure.

I had campaigned to bring, the national convention to
SIEL! hake s City s tandiI. succeeded in getting that
approved. Tnhen in 1968 I nad open heart surgery.
Wnile I was in tne nospital, somebody, I don't know
tnat I can even remember just wno it was that was
involved, came to Salt Lake City and felt tnis was
not a good place to nold tne convention. They nad
gone back and persuaded tne executive director and
the executive committee to take tne convention
elsewnere, witnout consulting witn me. I was in thne
nospital at tne time and tnat made me angry and I
resigned from it. I wanted notning more to do witn
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that organization. Then a year later, tne convention
came to Salt Lake City anyway, but I was no longer
involved and I naven't been since, whicn is all
right. By that time I was tne Editor and General
Manager of tne paper and felt that I snouldn't owe my
allegiance to only one organization. Rotary always
nas tried to get me to join, but I always felt that I
didn't want to look in one direction, but keep my
options open. So yes to answer your question, tnere
was a feeling on the part of management that we
should be involved with those service groups, and
they paid the dues,

Un nun.

Tney also paid dues for my membersnip at Fort Douglas
and later the Alta Club.

You indicated you thnougnt you were being trained to
take over after President Robinson, and yet thney
brought someone else in. Wnat was benind tnat? Do you
tnink your affiliation witn tne International group
may have caused you to be by-passed for the top job?
I was never able to determine that, I never knew tnat
for sure because those tnings, you know, don't get
told. But yean, I had pretty strong feelings tnat
there were some in the general authorities who nad
the feeling thnat I snouldn't be thnere.
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Un nun.

Mark Petersen never did nhave a lot of confidence in

me, and I never knew quite why. That may have had

sometining to do with it, or maybe he just didn't feel

I was tnat good a newspaperman. But I always nad the

feeling that ne blocked my progress. I snhouldn't say

blocked my progress, because I progressed pretty well

tnrougn tne various chnairs.

Now, you were named to tne board of the Heritage

Foundation and I believe you became vice president

did you not?

Yean.

It seems like you did.

Eedidiallnthuh

And I know the Heritage--.

I was to become president.

Yes. And tne Foundation took a strong stand against

tne cnurcn's position on tne destruction of some of

those buildings. Did tnis nave any influence upon

your acceptance down there or non-acceptance do you

feel?

Epeprobabily didi.

Un nun.

Probably. I never felt myself as a liberal. I always

felt myself pretty much middle of tne road, but in
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the minds of a lot of people I was branded as a
liberal.

Uh nun.

I'll nave to tell you another story. I guess it's
okay at tnis date because some of tne people are
gone. When I was finally named General Manager...
Wellyglet me bacdkaup adittle.bit. Duringi that time,
I was involved witn the Mormon History Association.
Oh yes, with Leonard Arrington. I can remember you
were one of the sponsors of that initial meeting down
at the church office building.

Well, tnat wasn't the Mormon History Association, but
tnat was the Friends of Mormon History.

Yes, thatis.right.

BHEsLl » wiaisnia sdirector of tnes Mormon History
Association for a term, and about tnat time Leonard
Arrington came to me and asked me if I would be thne
cnhairman of tne new organization to be called thne
Emiends of «Mormon History. I tnought first of all I
don't need anytning else, I've got plenty on my
plate, and I really sort of demurred. He gave me to
understand that tnis had been cleared witn the
Brethren, tnat tnis was something tney wanted me to
do. So I cnecked witn our bosses and that was all
rignt. So I finally agreed, somewnat reluctantly
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because I really wasn't looking for anythning more to

do. And we nad the organizational meeting you recall-

I recall.

--down in tne Church History offices. I guess
everybody was astonisned at tne turnout and response.
It was, you know, people were nanging from thne
rafters.

Yes.

There was a nuge turnout, and tnat must have caugnt
somebody's attention. We got ourselves tentatively
organized, and we collected dues thnat nignt and told
people that we would be getting back to them. Then
notning nappened, and after awhile I asked Leonard,
"Wnat's going on? Wnat happens now?" He indicated
tnere nad been a nold, and after awnile we were given
to understand tnat tnis movement was dead and it
wasn't going to nappen. So tnat was all rignt. It was
embarrassing, but tnat didn't botner me. But some
years later I was finally to learn now this nappened.
I was finally interviewed by President Tanner to be
the General Manager and Editor-in-Cnief.

Tnis is after tne deatn of Hawkes.

Yes. But during tne interview, President Tanner was
very frank, and ne said that a number of people felt
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that I was too liberal and had been involved witn
things tnat I shouldn't have been involved with, but
ne didn't feel that way and generally tne First
Presidency had confidence in me and so on. He said,
"One of the things tnat really troubled us, to begin
with, was your involvement in organizing thne Friends
of Mormon History." And ne said, "But we checked tnat
out thorougnhly and we discovered you were clean."
[laughter] And so if I'd really been involved I
wouldn't have been clean and there would have been a
black mark tnat would nave probably been fatal to me.
I didn't then understand attitudes toward nistory of
tne churcn and I don't understand tnem today, and
that's a point of some concern to me.

I suspect tne main reason was--1 remember there was
much talk about opening the archives and encouraging
all tnis research, et cetera.

Leonard was a real nistorian.

Yean. Would you suppose tnat G. Homer Durnam had any
role in tnis?

Well, you know, ne became tne director snortly after,
but I don't know.

Wny is it that Leonard Arrington's portrait does not
appear down thnere witn all the otner nistorians of
the LDS chnurcn?
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This is a sore point. I think Leonard was badly
treated, and, bless nis heart, it's remarkable how
he's remained sweet and faitnful and loyal.

Yeah.

Because he must nave grieved by wnat nappened tnere.
Now, let's get back to your being named Editor and
General Manager following Hawkes.

Do you want to nave a little bit of cnronological
order leading up to tnat appointment?

Ur nun.

Wnat nappened? After I spent some time on tne sports
desk and tren by trat time I realized--.

[END OF TAPE]
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Okay, Bill, let's proceed with your telling us hnow
you became Editor and General Manager of the Deseret
News.

I was just saying that I had spent a year on the
sports desk at my request. Then it was time to move
over to the city desk and I became a reporter, a
general assignment reporter and feature writer. I was
kind of, I guess you would nave to say the star of
the city desk. I did that and nad some wonderful
experiences in tnat capacity. How mucn do you want to
get into the details?

No, let's nhear about it and some of your associates
down there--some of the people that you worked witn.
Glen Snarr was tnhe City Editor, wno later left and
became an executive witn Evans Advertising. King
Durkee succeeded nim. Glen was a superb City Editor.
King I tnink was somewnat less so. Tnen King Durkee

left and went to Tne San Diego Union, wnere ne nad a

pretty good career. Tnen Norm Bowen succeeded nim,
but I was gone from the city desk at tnat time. Tnen
after that, Jerry Cahill and then Lou Bate, thnen
LaVarr Webb, and then Rick Hall. So, at any rate, I
worked tnere for a couple of years on tne city desk.
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I had a number of interesting experiences. One of
them that stands out in my mind most is again in tne
el S i ¢ ' W8s ¢ wiilehsSwalsy sorstarridibliel /I fgot L6
thinking one day, "How do they keep these beacons for
airplanes going during the winter?" So I called thne
CAA office and asked them if I could do a story on
now tney do this. He said, "Well yeah, come. We'll
snow you. We nhave a man going out to service the one
on Antelope Island in a couple of days, sSo come on
out and bring your snow snoes and warm clotnes." I
decided to take skis instead of snow shoes. So we
went out there, splasned across tne snallow water in
a great big.army ambulance, with hnuge wneels, you
know tne ones witn the nign wneels, out to tne old
Chander rancn that is out there.

Tne Garr Rancn.

Tney used to keep the titning cattle out there in
Brignam Young's time. We nad breakfast tnere. Tnen we
saddled some norses and tied our skis onto tne saddle
and took off to the north end of the island. It was a
bitter day and the norses struggled because the snow
nad been swept smooth. But underneath tnis smootnness
were all tnese gullies, tnat the horses would keep
plunging into. We would nave to find a way around. It
was a long day, and it was dark by tne time we got at
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the nortn end of the island. We tied the horses and
climbed the mountain on our skis. Got up to thne
station and tney snowed me now they serviced tne
thing. But by that time a blizzard was coming in. I
thought we ougnht to stay there that nignt. But the
CAA man nad some reason to get back, so we started
out. We were skiing down tnat mountain, and it was
totally dark, of course, and blizzarding. Tne lignt
would swing around and we would be able to see a few
seconds and look anead to wnere we were going to go
and tnen ski in the dark. We finally got down to thne
norses and tied our skis back on and started out.
After a while tnis CAA man said, "We better get off
andfwalko™ " ididn't “want - toviget off «and. walki " “He
said, "If we don't, you're going to freeze to deatn."
So we got off and tne pnotograpner that was witn us,
a fellow by tne name of Vern Dale, refused to get
off. So we nad to pnysically pull nim off the norse.
We would walk and then we would ride. We would walk
and we would ride, all tnat nignt. I suppose we came
pretty close to not making it. We finally neard a dog
bark and a light, a lantern came out of tne yard and
we made it back to tne rancn. I remember falling off
tnat norse and being carried in and filled witn not
coffee, even thougn I nadn't nad not coffee for quite
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a wnile. Finally, we were okay, but the pnhotograpner
went to the nospital and nad a number of nis toes
amputated. So that was one of the kinds of tnings
that I remember. Then in 1952 I became Editor of tne
Editerdal pagew: i Sterling: Talmadge, James E.
Talmadge's son, was an editorial writer.

Jonn's brotner.

Yean, Jonn's older brotner. Then there was a man
named Elvick Davis. After I was added to the
editorial staff, Sterling Talmadge retired and died.
Davis was an interesting guy. He was a non-Mormon whno
was brougnt in by Mark Peterson as one of the shining

stars that was suppose to make tne Deseret News a

great paper. Anotner was Vivian Meik, a columnist wno
built a great reputation--until I discovered ne was
copying muchn of nis stuff from other papers. Elrick
Davis was a good writer, but ne was a weird guy. He
nad a drinking problem and ne ran into debt all thne
time. He owed everybody in town and nis wages were
garnished. Finally tney nad to fire him and I became
tne Editor of the Editorial page at age twenty-eignt,
probably the youngest editorial page editor of a
metropolitan paper in tne country. I stayed in that
position for a long time and added to it the title of
Executive Editor and Assistant General Manager. But I
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was still basically tne Editor of the Editorial Page.
I mentioned some guidance that I feel that I nad. Let
me €ell this little story. I was by that time a
member of thne General Board of Young Men's Mutual
Improvement Association, and it was a demanding
assignment. Every Wednesday we would have meetings at
2300 rotecelock and they went on for. . nours. One
Wednesday afternoon I was stuck for an editorial
idea. I was laboring to get something done in time to
go to that meeting, but notning would come. I leaned
over my desk and prayed about it. I immediately got
an idea to write an editorial about schools. At that
time tnere was a lot of Jonn Bircn and otner kinds of
pressure against wnat we call communist influences. I
wrote an editorial about this entitled, "No Smoke
Sereens in Our Secnools."™ It just came to me, you
know, it just came. In a matter of about an nour, it
was done. Later on tnat editorial was given tne award
as the outstanding editorial in tne country on
education. Second place was a guy named Alan Bart of

the Wasnington Post, wno you remember wrote Advise

and Consent. There were otner distinguisned people

whiow weriessthicd and sfourth. So I kind of had thne
feeling that I nad special guidance wnen I needed it,

sometimes.
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Let's talk a little bit about editorial policy. How
often did you have to write personally the
editorials?

On, every day.

Five days a week or six days a week?

Six days, I mean you had to fill six days a week.

Was there a meeting for the Editor to determine wnat
the editorial should be about.

Yes, President Robinson, during the time nhe was
General Manager would nhold an editorial meeting and
we would discuss editorial policies. Then I would go
and do it. Earl Hawks didn't nold meetings as much.
He relied on me to nold tnem.

Were tnere taboos tnat were imposed upon you? Now
nere's some area we won't touch and nere is sometning
tnat we want to feature?

Neo® relalllyhfin €hatf sense. T was %inf*that ‘poisition
because 1 was Cnurcn-broke and we knew wnat Churcn
policies were, wnat tne Churcn wanted done and didn't
want done. So I didn't need a lot of instruction or
guidance or rules at tnat time. You know, on 99 or 95
percent of the issues we discussed, the Churcnh didn't
nave a position. We just did wnhat we felt was rignt.
Obviously you didn't write things that you knew were
counter to Churcn interests.
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You wouldn't come out pro-abortion and tnat sort of
thing?

I nad plenty of opportunity to make mistakes and did.
Tnings that I wasn't aware that the Churcn was
interested in. Tne Eagle Gate was a good example. I
wasn't really aware of what the Church wanted on
that.

Wnat nappened?

I wrote an editorial saying that we ought to preserve
it. That wasn't what tne Cnurcn wanted. So I hneard
aibenrt Eniata s o £ courisel.  Shortly" afiter ¥that’ al truck
"accidentally" knocked it down.

Yean, with a blade on front.

You know tnere were tnings like tnat occasionally I
would stumble over,.

Wnat about running up against economic interests of
the city, the state, if they were not similar to
those neld by tne Churcn? Did you run into problems
there?

Gus Buckman did all ne could to get me fired over
tnat .

is. thatprignt?

You may remember tnat tnere was a time wnen Boeing
Aircraft was talking about building a plant out in
Einle ¢ wie siealplairt woeifs the svalley. I opposed it
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editorially. I said, "We don't need that and we don't
want that. It would cause us all kind of labor
dislocations." I gave all the arguments wny Salt Lake
Valley did not want or need a giant industry. It
turned out not long after that Boeing went on strike
in Seattle and the wisdom of my views became apparent
because Seattle nad a terrible time. But I pointed
those tnings out and said, "We don't want that." Gus
Buckman and a delegation called on the First
Presidency and demanded my scalp over thnat and over
other tnings. I always nave been a preservationist
and a conservationist.

I remember your strong stand in connection witn
Demnert ‘Hill~sup thieres« D ididyou“encounter some
difficulties tnere in your opposition to building
tnat huge apartment complex?

I don't tnink tne Churcn nad anytning particular to
devwith' that.

I thougnt maybe they might use some of the Church
people to silence you on any kind of an effort to
save tnat.

No, I don't remember any cnurcn influence on that.
Wnat about politics? Did you ever feel compelled to
endorse anyone or were you restrained from doing so?
No, thne policy, ever since the famous case back in
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1932 when the Church opposed Roosevelt in a front-

page editorial--tne Deseret News and tne Cnurcn nas

had a position of not endorsing candidates--a
position on whicn I agree. I have no problem with
tnat, I think that is a wise policy. You know, for a
cnurcn newspaper to endorse a party or candidate
would be churcn endorsement, and tne church shouldn't
be in tnat position. I remember one problem I nad at
the time that Elbert D. Thomas was defeated. That was
one of tne ugliest campaigns that the state nhas ever
known.

Wnicn Frank Jonas called tne dirtiest campaign that
was ever conducted in the state. His pampnlet on tnis
was entitled-- "Political Dynamiting".

It was a nasty tning and conducted by a prominent
Cnurcn members--Wallace Bennett. Anyway, Tnomas was
defeated and not long afterwards ne was appointed
commissioner of the Pacific Island trusts. I wrote a
li€tle seditorial congratulating nim. He was a Utan
man witnh tnis nonor rewarded to nim. So we would
normally have just a little bread and butter
editorial. The day my editorial was publisned was thne

day that we nad our Deseret News Christmas party. I

was conducting it as master of ceremonies. Mark
Peterson was tnere and I introduced nim to give a
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Christmas message. He stood up and proceeded to tell
the Cnristmas party audience, the stupidity of anyone
wno would write an editorial praising Elbert Trnomas.
He excoriated me at that Christmas party.

On dear.

I couldn't believe it. That may be part of the reason
tnat ne and I didn't ever seem to quite nit it off.
Ezra Taft Benson and nis involvement witn thne Jonn
Bircn Society, and more so his son, was tnis ever

reflected in the columns of tne Deseret News?

I fought as nard as I knew how not to nave it
reflectedisSo did President Robinson and: so did
Elrick Davis, and after me so did Wendell Asnton. In
my responsibilities as Cnief Editorial writer and
later as General Manager I just refused to allow that
influence, that and so did tnese otners, pretty mucn.
Tney were courageous men, I nave to say thnat during
tne years tnat I was General Manager, Gordon Hinckley
was tne president of the company, and nhe fully
supported me in tnat position. I know ne nad some
real nard times over it. President Benson used to
write me memos, letters, instructing me as to what I
should and snouldn't do. I would take tnem to Gordon
Hinckley, he would say, "Just tnrow them in the waste
basket." At this point I ought to be careful about
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wnat I say because then we would get to questions
tnat I--Anyway, yes, we had a lot of problems. My
daugnters, when they were something like twelve years
of age, were at the State Fair. The John Biren
Society nad a booth out there. They stopped by that
booth and were told there were some dangerous
communist type criminals in our community, including
especially tneir father. I was named as one of tne
top communists tnat endangered our community.
Goodness gracious.

I always took tne position that, let them talk, I
jis€ liignoweds theml. ‘Thatls  one of ‘the things tnat [
nave been blessed witn in this life is the ability to
snrug off tnings like that. I would just go about my
business and do wnat I tnougnt ougnt to be done,
except for one occasion and tnat's wnen my wife was
attacked. Sne was an Englisn teacher at East Hign.
She nad in ner class a kid named Dave Belnap. His
fatner was Austin Belnap.

Yean, I recognize tne name.

Dave was giving a report on sometning and used it as
an occasion to use to give a Jonn Bircn diatribe.
Dominass vilsel vy, sImthink #said, " "We should have ‘a
balanced presentation on tnis," (some of the kids
were objecting) so she invited some otners to give a
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contrary point of view. And tne Utan Independent--

Bracken Lee was associated with that paper, I
believe.

--came out witnh a screaming front page headline,
"Utah teacher shows bigotry," and a long story about
this teacher who was the wife of William B. Smart,

Editor of tne Deseret News, and how sne snowed ner

communist tendencies. That I couldn't take and I got
mad. We always nad that pressure, but I am proud to
say that I never let that influence my 1ideas
editorially or creep into tne news columns.

You indicated tnat you were a preservationist and so
on. Did you ever nave to tangle witn some of the land
developers? I remember going on some trips with Ernie
Lindford of tne Tribune wno told of nis encounters
witn some of these kinds of people. Did you get
involved witn similar kinds of tnings?

Yean, probably tnat was one of the groups tnat caused
me , wfii na 1y s Lol iretire. I nad rappodnted: an
environmental editor, initially it was Art Vincent,
Hartt Wixam, and then Joe Bauman. They were
environmentalists and that's wnat I wanted them in
tnat position, I wanted that point of view expressed

in the columns of the Deseret News. There were a

number of issues over wnicn tne livestock and cattle
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growers and the Farm Bureau, and I nad different
points of view. Bruce Wallentine of the Farm Bureau
became tne leader of this coalition thnat got togetner
to insist that I be removed. I don't know that I was
removed ‘only' for that reason. I think at this point
I'm not going to get into that, if I do I will have
to restrain myself. That was one of tne groups thnat
was one of my real problems.

I know tnat Ernie Lindford became very close to thne
people of the Forest Service and National Park
Service. Were you encouraged to participate in some
of the government programs in tne same way ne was to
inform the public on government efforts of
conservation?

Probably more so, because the Assistant Regional
Forester, Barney Standing, was a very dear friend of
mine.

Yes, I knew nim very well.

He was a friend of my fatner's in Portland and of
course I knew him well. Wnen I came down hnere we
became the closest of friends. I guess aside from my
fatner I learned more from Barney Standing tnan
anybody in my life. We went on many trips, some of
them official wnere ne was taking me out on a snow-
me-type of tning, and many more. We hunted deer
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together for years and fisned togetner.

And went down the Big Mountain to explore The Mormon
Trail,

We did many tnings together. I remember a wonderful
trip tnat we took by norseback over the Sawtootn
Mountains and down the Middle Fork of tne Salmon
wnere we were picked up by a boat and floated down to
the Salmon. Wherever we went deer nunting, it was in
some far-flung part of the state. We nad sucn long
drives in wnicn ne would teacn me. I was very
grateful to tnat man. I participated in many Forest
Service and otner sucn meetings, teaching tnem about
press relations and so on.

We're just about out of tape again nere.

[END OF TAPE]
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EC: Bill, let's have you go over, if you will, your

assignments, your positions at the Deseret News witn

some dates. Tnis was a little foggy in our previous
interview.

WS: Sure. Let me first of all correect the title. Let's be
make sure that we get that straight. I was for thne
last fourteen years Editor and General Manager.

EC: On, were you tne General Editor?

WS: I was never publisner.

E€C: No, tne Church is the publisher. Correct. All rignt.

WS: Okay. I came to the Deseret News in 1948. I was tnere

for about a year, a little less tnan a year on tne
sports desk. Tnen I became a general assignment
Reporter on the city desk. "In' 1952, I was made
Editorial Writer, and witnin about a year I became
Crnief Editorial Writer, the Editor of the editorial
bage. I became assistant general manager under
President Robinson in about 1960, along witn the
editorial page, and Executive Editor under Earl
Hawkes in about 1966--still witn the responsibility

of tne editorial page. I became Editor and General
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Manager in 1972, and I neld tnat position for
fourteen years.

Now, let me just clarify your relationshnip witn
people. Preston Robinson was the Editor and General
Manager wnen you came?

Yes. He was Editor and General Manager, the position
trat I later neld.

Tnen following him was Earl Hawkes, until re died.
Tren following nim?

Tnat was me.

How does Wendell Asriton fit into thnis?

Wendell Asnton came in as publisner and I remained as
Editor and General Manager. His work was primarily
concerned witn tne relationsnips witn tne Newspaper
Agency Corporation.

Tne otrer people--were tney publisners?

Earl Hawkes neld tne title briefly as publisner.

I always associated tnat title witn trhe LDS cnurchr as
publisner.

Well, it's always been a little bit confusing.
President Robinson was never publisner nor nad anyone
previously been named as publispner, but Earl was
named publisrer briefly and tren Wendell Asnton was
named publisner.

Now a promotion from sportswriter to trnese positions,
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wasn't this a little unusual? Has this occurred
elsewnere in the Salt Lake City papers?

From sportswriter?

Les Goates I tnink did some editorial work, did ne
not?

Les Goates was Sports Editor for a long time. In hnis
last years on the paper he served under me as
editorial writer. He had sort of worn nimself out as
a sportswriter, so ne was sent over to me as one of
tne editorial writers. I don't recall anyone else
particularly tnat nas gone from tne sports desk into
general assignment reporting or editorial writing.
Certainly no one that has gone into management. Let
me back up--Jimmy Hodgson was a sportswriter and tnen
ne became a city desk reporter and a good one. So did
Jonn Talmadge, who later served under me on tne
editorial paper. I can't recall anyone else.

Wny did tne owners reacn outside, I tnink Boston, and
bring in Earl Hawkes? Wnat was benind this; was ne a
man witn a greater vision or sometning?

I tnink Mark Peterson did tnat. I tnink I mentioned
before, ne nad brougnt in Elrick Davis to nead thne
editorial page. He turned out to be a neavy drinker
and nad all kind of problems. He didn't last very

long. And tnere was Vivian Meik, wno I mentioned
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earlier. So that was sort of Mark's pattern. I guess
there were two reasons, one is tnat I think he felt
tnat bringing in outsiders brougnt in a bigger
vision, broader vision, and more experience. Then, as
far as Earl Hawkes was concerned, Mark Peterson
didn't feel tnat I should be the general manager at
tnat point.

He was bringing you along for later leadersnip?

He wasn't.

I see, just under Earl Hawkes you were moved up the
ladder?

And under President Robinson. President Robinson
FIrst identified me, called me in one day, and said,
"I tnink you're the one we ought to be grooming for
greater responsibilities." He made me assistant
general manager. Wnile I remained as tne Cnief
Editorial writer and Editor of tne editorial page,
Earl Hawkes continued tnat and gave me more
responsibilities.

Has this been tne pattern- all along tnat one of tnre

General Autnorities is placed over tne Deseret News,

as in the case of Mark Peterson and Gordon Hinckley?

I tnink tnat it nhas always been that one of tne
General Autnorities nas always been the president of
tne company. Mark Peterson, of course, was a career
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journalist as you know. He spent nhis whole life at

tne Deseret News, until nis calling as a General

Autnority, and then ne was made president of thne
publisning company. As far back as I know, there nas
always been a General Autnority as president of tne
company. Albert E. Bowen was president at tne time ne

called me to come to thne Deseret News, then Mark

Peterson, then Gordon Hinckley, and tnen Thnomas
ol

it f mayy navewsbeensdiny his proede as president, that
Albert Bowen wrote the criticism of Fawn Brod;is book
in the Churcn section. Would you know if that is tne
case?

I don't recall--I guess ne was president at thnat
time.

Was tnis unusual?

Let me back up and correct sometning. Tnere was a
period for about tnree or four years wnen George
Nielsen was president, between Mark Peterson and
Gordon B. Hinckley.

Was ne a General Autnority?

He was not a General Autrority.

I didn't recognize the name,.

A nighly regarded man in tne Cnurcn, ne was a Stake

President and an attorney. For some reason tnat I
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don't understand and I don't really know thne
background, ne was made president for about tnree or
four years.

Wny bring in Wendell Asnton? I Kknow he was a good
P.R. man and nad associations with Evans Advertising
I believe and other things. Why was ne put in that
position?

Until ne was brougnt there he was a director of
public communications for the Church, a very
difficult and responsible position. Wendell used to
say to me, "You and I have the two tougnest jobs in
tne Cnurch." I think that his job was even tougher
tnan mine. It was very visible and very vulnerable. I
don't know if I can give any definitive reasons about
Wendell's appointment but one reason, I tnink, is
trnat ne nad acquired some scars in nis position as
Director of Public Communications. There were thnose
wno felt it was time for a change tnere. He nad done
gl wary s efifective: job,. but .did it 4dn: the Wendell
Asnton style and that was not always so pleasing to
some people. Secondly, at tnat point I nad won the
concern of some of tne General Authorities. I tnink
tnat it was felt it was time to put somebody in thnere
wrno was less liberal and pernaps less independent of
tne Churcn direction. Tnere, it was time just before
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we were to renew our thirty-year contract with thne
Tribune, and the Newspaper Agency Corporation.
Wendell's main charge as ne was brought over was to
renegotiate that contract and set in motion the next
thirty years. I guess those were tne three factors.
Since you brougnt up the Newspaper Agency Corporation
at tnis time, let's talk a little bit about it. What
was it that gave rise to this arrangement and was
tnis not one of tne first such arrangements in the
wnole country? It seem to me that there was a court
case involved in tnis merger.

It was one of the early ones but tnere nad been quite
a few otner at tnat time. The court case was in
Arizona, at Tucson. It was won by tne newspapers, and
it legalized tnese arrangements. Tne reasons were
economic. Joining two newspapers in a tnird
corporation, called in tnis case tne Newspaper Agency
Fopo: abaem, eneranithetnat "printing’, distribution,
circulation, and advertising functions of the two
newspapers could be nandled mucn more economically.
Meanwnile, tne two newspapers remained independent
editorially. Tne arrangement worked out very well in
St skaker ity " from that standpoint. The two
newspapers did maintain complete news gatnering and
editorial independence and competitiveness. Thne
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competitiveness between tne two newspapers nas been,
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