Roland Champagne's
Childhood




WHAT HAPPENED IN 19247

The song Rhapsody in Blue was played for the first
time.

Future Tarzan actor Johnny Wiessmuller wins three
gold medals in swimming at the Paris Olympics.

Two US Army planes complete the first around the
world flight from Seattle to Seattle making 57 stops in
175 days.

The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade takes place on
November 27th.

The first ever regular airmail services start in the US.
The Wrigley Building in Chicago is completed.

J Edgar Hoover is appointed the head of the FBI.
Vladimir Lenin dies, Joseph Stalin jockeys for power.
Civil war breaks out in China.

The Boston, Massachusetts airport opens.

ROLAND CHAMPAGNE IS BORN ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1924



Here is an invitation to my mother’s
wedding shower given by Madame Edmond
Thibault. You can see it is written in
French!

| grew up speaking both French and English.
Like many second generation immigrants,
the older | became the less French | spoke
in my daily life.




This is the house at 63 Plymouth street.
Years later my sister Lucille would live here
with her family.
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And here is the wedding invitation also written
in French! They were married on
Thanksgiving Day in 1923 at Saint Anne’'s
Church in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

My grandpa Charles is on the porch.
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My parents were married November 29
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Here is St Anne’'s Church at the corner of
Haverhill and Franklin streets. It was originally
named French Church.
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The marriage certificate from the church of Saint
Anne, also in French! There were many immigrant
families from Quebec in our parish.

Lawrence was a very dynamic city with immigrants
from Ireland, Germany, Italy, Lebanon, Poland,
and England. In 1920 the population was 94,270,
of which forty-five percent were foreign born.



Later they would move to 24 Kensington Street.
| was born at that address in this house. It was
upstairs, on the side with the balcony. What a
big beautiful house. | remember living there
upstairs.



Here are my parents just six weeks before |
will be born! Looking good Ma!

Also pictured is Justine O'Connor. Years
later | would take my family to Massachusetts
and we visited Justine in Newburyport and
her husband Mike.

On the next page is my birth certificate,
yipee!
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| do not know the date of the photo above but |
sure am a baby, haha!
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Here is my baby book!
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This page has my brothers and sister listed.






Look how happy | am to be outdoors in the
sunshine!
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My mother and |; Eva and Roland Champagne.



| believe | am
thirteen

months old in

this picture.

Below is my
childhood
cup. They
were not
made of
cheap plastic
like they are
nowadays.




Roland Champagne was born on September 3, 1924. |
was a honeymoon baby, born nine months after my
parents were married. Here are some of my earliest
photos. | am thirteen months old in the photo on the
left. | am the eldest child in our family.



That is me in the
baby carriage,
and below | look
happy to be
outside.

Look how bundled
up | am here! It
is cold in New
England so we
always had to
wear warm
clothes in the
winter.




it gets cold in New
England! | grew up in
Lawrence, Massachusetts.
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Here | am with my Uncle Jean playing in the
garden. It is hard to see but | am wearing his
glasses. This was July 19, 1926.

That is Uncle Horace and his girl Lillian, with
Uncle Jean and my father holding me. What a
nice summer day!



Here are photos from July 19, 1926. That is
my Uncle Octave, my mother, and me sitting
in between my mother and my Uncle Jean.






We had a small cornfield on the side of our
house. That is Roland on the left, my sister
Lucille in the middle, and Paul on the right.



,rl Y

|

ST ]
1

That is me holding the baby carriage. My mother
is holding my sister Lucille. Paul is sitting in the
carriage. My aunt Reina is holding Claire, and
Justine O'Connor is standing in the middle.
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My little sister and | riding our bikes, or
maybe we are resting now.



We lived at 6 Butler
Street, Lawrence, MA.
Playing in the snow was
fun. There was a big hill
on our block we rode
down on our sleds. It
was a good time to be a
kid!

March 3, 1928










»
TEgNEENS
SeiRanee o
SmsmEnny .
“wIzsa”&T

L |
















Here | am at Merimack Park celebrating my fourth
birthday with my sister. We are riding the "Custer
Cars". These were made for the soldiers who lost legs
in World War Two. Afterwards many of them were
made into children’s rides at amusement parks.

Today these cars are worth a lot of money. You can
find them in automotive museums.



September 9, 1928
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The summers in
Massachusetts are
hot and humid.
Our family would
go to Salisbury
Beach to cool off.
Here | am with my
sister Lucille and
our Pop. Boy was
he in shape. Look
at the size of his
arm and shoulder!




| remember one day
at Salisbury beach
there was a crowd of
people gathering
around. My father
took me over to the
crowd and told this
very big gentleman
that he wanted him to
meet me.

The man stuck out his
giant hand and said,
"Hello kid". | was told
he was Jack Johnson.
Later | realized how
special a meeting that
truly was.

That was THE Jack
Johnson, the one
time heavy weight
champion of the
world.

Wow! How many
people can say they
shook Jack Johnson's
hand?
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May 1932

My son Mark likes
this picture because
he says | still cross
my arms that way
today. | like my

howtie!




Our gang in 1933! We are all here; Gene,
Louis, Lu and me!




The girl with the cat is my cousin Pauline Letendre.

She came over our house for dinner very often and

always wanted to sit next to my father. She called
him Papa.



Here we are in the winter and in the summer.
Our little brother Louis sure was a lot of fun.



Here is a big gathering of cousins. Can you see me in
the middle? My cousin Pauline Letendre is in the first
row second from the left.






Here we are lined up for our first communion. Can
you see me? | am right in the center. Look at our
fancy white gloves! This was on May 30, 1935.

On the next page is a close-up of the medals we are
wearing. Can you believe | still have it? Yes sir!



Here is the souvenir
medal we are wearing.
It is in French!

Souvenir De Ma
Premiere Communion.

Eglise Sainte Anne
Lawrence, Mass.
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My little brother wanted to sit on the pony
for a picture. | can still here him say, "Daddy
| want to sit on the horse”. This was
November 1935.



Christmas Day 1935.
My brothers Louis and Gene, and our sister
Lucille.
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May 21, 1936
Louis, Lu, me and Gene.

May 30, 1936 with my two brothers, Gene and
Louis.
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Here is our class photo at St. Anne's Catholic School
in Lawrence, MA. | am the first one in the second
row.
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June 20, 1937
Our father was a carpenter and this summer
we had a big wood pile on the side of the
house. Our job was to get all of the nails
out of the wood. It was a big job for us but
we got it done.



Father's Day June 20, 1937. | am holding the
Boston Post with a story of our Congressman
Connery passing away. My Dad took me to the
funeral. | remember it.



August 22, 1937
Can you see what | am holding? It is a little white

pig.



A birthday party given for me on August 29, 1937.
We had nice big family gatherings for special
occasions.



| liked to go fishing as you can see from some diary
entries that | made in 1938.

March 31, 1938
Went fishing for first time during season and caught
twelve shiners with a a pole at Mills.

April 14, 1938
Went fishing at MIlls and caught five shiners with a
branch.

April 30, 1938

Went fishing for the third time and caught three
shiners with a new pole bought for 70 cents at
Canal of G. Caron.




February 1938
Look how tall my sister Lu was getting at that
time. My brothers Louis and Gene dressed up
like cowboys, haha.

| like our old car in this picture. We had such
nice times all of us.







| enjoyed the circus very
much. Sometimes | would
go down and just look at
the animals. It was always
a big event when it arrived
in town. They would have
a parade of animals from
the train station all the way
downtown.

April 30, 1939 | got a half
priced ticket to see
Ringling Brothers, Barnum,
and Bailey circus for only
85 cents at the Boston
Garden!| kept this small
clipping all these years.
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There were forty-six boys in our graduating
class from St. Anne’'s in 1939. The next year
we would be at Central Catholic High School.
Big stuff! | am in the front row second from
the left.
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My parents, sister Lucille, and brothers
Gene and Louis.
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Here is my driver's license. Not even a
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Today Central Catholic
High School is still an elite
school with many
graduates going to the top
universities every year.




High
school
graduation
day,

yippee!

June 20,
1943



Roland Champagne on the right, then to his left
is our neighbor Bob Seguin, and then Rudolph
L'Italien who became a FBI agent, Richard Seguin
who became a comic haha! Then there is Claire
Seguin and the guy all the way on the left is my
buddy Dick Letendre who became a radio
operator in the Air Force. He and | grew up
together!
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My buddies and | were
all drafted and given
two week deferments
so that we could
graduate from high
school. Here is my first
photo in uniform.

It was time to really grow up now.
Combat made all of us grow up very
fast, too fast for most of us.
Though we would become men who
were very far removed from our
childhoods, we would always
remember fondly those times with
our families and friends. | still do.



ROLAND JosEPH CHAMPAGNE
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ROLAND CHAMPAGNE
90 YEARS YOUNG
SEPTEMBER 3, 2014



